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Gerald Pemberton started transcription
Gerald Pemberton   0:04
Right, settle down, settle down. We're all here, good. Sylvia, Nadeem, Fiona, Tom. Big decision tonight, so let's not waste the whole evening on biscuits like last time.
Sylvia Reeve   0:14
That was one time, Gerald.
Gerald Pemberton   0:16
It was forty minutes, Sylvia. Anyway. The main thing, what are we doing this year. It's between Cinderella and Aladdin, and we need to land it tonight because the rights take weeks.
Tom Hardacre   0:28
I still say Aladdin. We've got the flying carpet rig from when the school did it, we could borrow that.
Fiona Alcott   0:35
Oh the carpet was a nightmare though, do you remember, it nearly took Barry's head off in the tech run.
Nadeem Chaudhry   0:41
Ha, I'd forgotten that. It swung right into the wings.
Sylvia Reeve   0:45
I think Cinderella. It's a safer sell, the families love it, and we've got the costumes mostly already from three years back.
Gerald Pemberton   0:53
That's a fair point on cost. The costumes for Cinders are largely in the store, whereas Aladdin we'd be starting from scratch, and the budget's tight this year.
Fiona Alcott   1:02
How tight are we talking?
Gerald Pemberton   1:05
We've got about six hundred to play with for the whole production. Which isn't a lot when you factor the hall, the rights, the costumes, the printing.
Tom Hardacre   1:14
Six hundred? That's down on last year.
Gerald Pemberton   1:17
It is, ticket sales were soft last year. Which is another reason I lean Cinderella, it just sells better round here.
Nadeem Chaudhry   1:24
I'm easy either way honestly, but from a sound point of view Cinderella's simpler, fewer big effects to cue.
Sylvia Reeve   1:31
So that's, what, me and Gerald and Nadeem leaning Cinderella, Tom's Aladdin, Fiona?
Fiona Alcott   1:37
Oh, Cinderella, I think, if the costumes are there. Sorry Tom.
Tom Hardacre   1:41
Ha, fine, fine, outvoted. Cinderella. The carpet lives to fight another year.
Gerald Pemberton   1:47
Right, so it's decided, we're doing Cinderella this year. Thank goodness, that's the hard bit done.
Sylvia Reeve   1:53
Someone needs to actually get the rights though, they sell out of the good scripts.
Gerald Pemberton   1:58
Yes. I'll order the Cinderella script and performing rights this week, before anyone else in the county nabs the slot. I know the licensing lot.
Nadeem Chaudhry   2:06
Good, get it locked in.
Gerald Pemberton   2:09
Now, the hall. This is a headache. The church hall's our usual, but the Brownies have moved to Wednesdays, which is our rehearsal night.
Fiona Alcott   2:18
Oh no. Can we not go Thursdays?
Sylvia Reeve   2:21
Thursday's the bell ringers.
Tom Hardacre   2:23
Is there anything that hall isn't booked for?
Gerald Pemberton   2:26
Ha, precious little. But I think Tuesdays are free now, and actually Tuesday suits me better.
Nadeem Chaudhry   2:32
Tuesday works for me.
Fiona Alcott   2:34
And me.
Sylvia Reeve   2:36
Tuesday's fine, yes.
Gerald Pemberton   2:39
Then someone needs to get in quick and book the hall for Tuesdays before the yoga people or someone snaffles it. Fiona, you're friendly with the booking secretary, aren't you?
Fiona Alcott   2:48
I am, I'll ring Deborah tomorrow and book us in for Tuesday evenings from, when do we start, September?
Gerald Pemberton   2:55
Start of October for rehearsals, running through to the shows in January. So book us the Tuesdays, October through January.
Fiona Alcott   3:02
Right, I'll sort that with Deborah tomorrow.
Gerald Pemberton   3:06
Wonderful. Now, casting, and this is delicate. Malcolm wants to be the prince again.
Sylvia Reeve   3:12
Oh, Gerald.
Tom Hardacre   3:14
He's sixty-three.
Gerald Pemberton   3:16
I'm aware, Tom.
Fiona Alcott   3:19
And isn't he away? He said something about Tenerife with his daughter over Christmas.
Gerald Pemberton   3:24
That's the bigger problem actually. He's away for two weeks in December, which straddles the dress rehearsals. So even if we wanted him, we'd have a hole.
Nadeem Chaudhry   3:32
We can't have the prince missing the dress runs.
Gerald Pemberton   3:35
No. So I think we note that as a real risk, the leading man's availability, and I'll have a quiet word with Malcolm about maybe taking Baron Hardup instead, smaller, and we find a younger prince.
Sylvia Reeve   3:46
Good luck with that conversation.
Gerald Pemberton   3:48
I've survived worse. Right, so, we hold auditions in September, but I flag now, we need an understudy for the prince this year, given the Malcolm situation, so we're not caught out.
Tom Hardacre   3:59
Sensible.
Gerald Pemberton   4:02
Fiona, the poster. Can you get the artwork going once I confirm the dates?
Fiona Alcott   4:07
Yes. I'll do a draft poster for Cinderella once you give me the final show dates, and bring it to the next meeting for everyone to pick apart.
Nadeem Chaudhry   4:14
Ha, we will as well.
Gerald Pemberton   4:17
And Nadeem, the sound. The system was crackling terribly at the summer do.
Nadeem Chaudhry   4:22
Yeah, one of the radio mics is on its way out. I'll test all four mics and the desk before October and either fix or replace the dodgy one. I'll need a bit of budget if it's a new mic, they're not cheap.
Gerald Pemberton   4:33
How much are we talking?
Nadeem Chaudhry   4:35
A decent radio mic's about ninety pounds.
Gerald Pemberton   4:38
Hmm. Bring me the exact figure once you've tested them and we'll find it, we can't have a crackling prince. But test first before we spend.
Nadeem Chaudhry   4:46
Will do, I'll test them first.
Sylvia Reeve   4:49
What about tickets, are we pricing the same?
Gerald Pemberton   4:52
Good question. Last year was seven pounds, five concessions. Given sales were soft, I don't want to push it too high, but the hall's gone up.
Tom Hardacre   5:01
Eight and five? Round pound up on the adult, keep the concession the same for the pensioners and kids.
Fiona Alcott   5:07
That feels fair.
Sylvia Reeve   5:09
Eight and five, yes.
Gerald Pemberton   5:12
Alright, so we're agreed, tickets at eight pounds, five concessions, and we'll do the two performances, the Saturday matinee and evening, like always.
Nadeem Chaudhry   5:20
Two shows, yeah.
Gerald Pemberton   5:23
Good. I think that's a really productive one. Cinderella, Tuesdays booked, rights ordered, poster and sound in hand. Sylvia, we didn't even touch the biscuits.
Sylvia Reeve   5:32
Ha! There's a first time for everything.
Fiona Alcott   5:35
Same time next month?
Gerald Pemberton   5:37
Same time next month. Thank you all, goodnight.
Tom Hardacre   5:40
Night all.
Nadeem Chaudhry   5:41
Night.
Gerald Pemberton stopped transcription
